/^-QyuL cLaA— 

pjy. punf, 

. yt** 

*J«r f ^ 

iyi4/vv\j'')A ‘fi&cy 
/yur 

t-jLXt-d . /^_ 

^'fe^svY\ 6&i r 3 







\ 



^ vJ-Cu 






ii*Xs‘ wJii 1 ^- 




.<0 7A. murMriifJ L). hppU 



A- «,!*<*? .•.*!/ ,.»«/ raa .^-*7 ^ 



Mi. icdirt \Vh.»t I mean is. is there anything tha* you said before the couil reporter 
here that vow haven't included after the court icf -otter got here? # 

Mr. Benavides. No. 

Mr. Helm. Ant thing you hove v.ij in front of the court reporter that ho* been 
ihtlcicnt insofar as bring j fact which is opposite or different in anyway from what 
yon told me I cf ore • 

Mr. Itetmvkftt* Different in wonting hut— , 

Mr. Helm Hut ate the facts ih'feient? 

Mr. Benavides. No; I don't klicvc the facts are different. 

There is eme other aspect trialing to the manner of our interrogation of 
witnesses while ue served with the Warren Commission. 

livery experienced trial lawyer know* that when trying to pros*e a ease 
you arc careful not to ash too many questions. One question can open up 
•'Handouts box.” 

1 remember a law professor recalling the attorney w l.o ashed too many 
questions in defending a man charged with assault. The defendant sup- 
posedly (lit the car off a citizen in the community, and the defendant s 
attorney was cross-examining the only independent witness for the prosecu- 
tion. After n series of xkiliful maneuvers, the defense attorney jn»t the 
witness to admit that he had never actually seen the defendant bite the other 
man's cat. Then the attorney asked one question too many: 

"Welt, if you did not see the man bite the car. how do you know that the 
defendant wr»> the one who actually bit the man’s car?” 

The response was simple: "Heeause 1 saw him spit it cut.” 

We never worried ah. mt such problems in our investigation. My standard 
procc.t ::c i:; inter rotatin'* witnesses w.n to give them every opportunity to 
add whatever facts they wanted. Domingo Iter.nvidcs was w ;»«*.• a 1 example 
la the tonCM'dia:*. poiliun * -f the testimony of Benavides. I ad.vcl him -‘out 
the gutimar/s clothittg. lie twe en the sc ene of the m u r t ier a r d t lie 
*1 r.catic a picket had beer. fou..d. w r.ith we id cot; fled as CcpmiWoit Hshibit 
^ 16?. I asked lienn vides to stale whether that jacket bore any similarity to the 
"jacket Hr saw the gunn.au wear, lie replied, "1 would say this looks just like 
it."* 

1 then aal cd: 

anything else you can thi;.k of. 

Mr. Hca.*vuie%. Not offhand, except later on. I tfor.'t know if I seen it on television 
but t Ivtieve l seen it on telcvisio it where they was attesting him. the policv m. -.from 
.he ikeatie Hut i: lUlu’l seem like he had a jacket on there. 

Me. Hclin. When he v as U-.ng arrested you say he didn’t have a jacket on** N»'w at 
the time you saw him. dul he have a jacket on? 

Mr. He ruts ides. lie had ;• jacket on anJ it looked like that jacket there. 

And then once again l asked. "Anything else?" 

Henavides responded: "No. I guess that is all I can think of right now. 
Then there was a pause of a minute or two and Benavides added: 



'Stalina Oswald Uier identified »l*c jacket av OvwaldY 



! 



r 



l think there was another car that was in flout of me. a red l ord. I believe t .'.a 
know the man. hut I fuev* he was about 25 of 55. tiiJ i.e potted >*s er J c Jn : *v- 
see him get out of his c.u.but when hr heard the scaic. 1 g».e*s he waszNMi: \ \ ... 
from them. ar.J he pulled over, and I don’t know if hccun.c ha** thereof M. 
Then for a third time. I asked: 

Anything rise? 

Mr. flrnavides. Tha: would he «U. 1 think ii ar.vK*,];. k id vecc anv;h:n ■ tv- 
ch'scup. that he must have fire*! just ys they go: p.»*t him. and *d-c> if-*' • 

him stavt.iif there. because hr wav right directly in front »d me. Aid u v e.*.e . . 
see a squad car parked kkc that. you think something is wrung. A: teas! tnat - • 
come s ;u my mind. 

Mr. Helm. Anything cNe? 

Mfc Benavides. That is all I Can think of right now that l Can rente r.Srr 
Mr. He) in. Pardon? : 

. Mr. Benavides. That iv all 1 can think of righi now th..: I car. .e member. 



As Domingo Benavides left the room. I pondered hi* ..-stirr its. Or. : 
one hand, he did not want to go to police headquarters n s:c .» 
because "1 wasn’t gcir.g to say I could identify and Couldii*; have.*' 
he might be criticized for this, he did no to the patrol Cu* immediate? > ..r 
the murder and informed police headquarters over the police r.tdio :r.a.* 
officer had been Mini. He also returned to the scene to pick up t:e car.;-* 
cases and turned them over la the i*olicc. 

Benavides at>o turned down a request from asvo.hc' c*:t/c?. r*d . 



la way, at the scene of the Tippit murder. I.cr.avidc 



l Id alv-? tl. 



concluding portion of his testimony. I noted that v;. p icr »r- h a test .-... * 
h;*.J "used tlic name Oswald, liow dal you know in.* r e., ; * - - - 

Vi. l;er«avU.->. I r:»n the pictures I h*ul seen 1' hv-la.l 1 : c U ■ > .*.*- 

pi;, That was ike rca<»n 1 f.gurcd it was Oswald. 

Mr. Hclin. Were they newspaper pictures or tekwior, j-.Ore*. o: " *J 
neither? 

Mr. Benavides. Well, television pictures and ncw»jni;w i pktvrcx. T'i. tr.:r ; _• 
yhvui a month, I believe, it seemed like. 



Mr. Belin. Bar dun. 

Mr. Benavides. I showed— 1 believe they showed pictures of him every 
lorg lirr.r there. 

Mr. Hrlin. D.J you talk to anyone at all there that witnessed wh :t g * *- 

Mr. Benavides. No; sure didn’t. There wav pcop'e lha: . nsc;* i : * '--7~ 
came up in the crowd there and asked me w-hal happen*.*, and l «j:J 
poh reman gat shot. 

Mi. Hclin. You talked tu Ted Callaway. dnj you? 

Mr. UrnaviUcs. No; afterward. You know. I n-ld yov.r— I bald him. he oss; 
when we went, when TeJ Callaway pot around there, he opctvj ,r '- fc -r 
picked up the phone and called in and cold them iheie v*as ar. ;»:;:ccr Ira. 
killed. But the officer on the other side of die radio told him tu revr.g up :v ?** * 
keep the lines dear, or vomcihing of thid sort. 

Then lie jmnpcJ out and ran around ar.d he asked me diJ 1 'ee w hat 
1 said yes. And he said let’s chase him. and I said no. 
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\ir. IMm. Whiil I mam is. is thcic anything that yon said tvfore the court reporter 
'- v 'l ikal you haven't included after the court reporter got here? 

Mr. Hoitas files. No. 

\lr. Bolin \u> thing you have said in rumt of the conit rejH>rter that has been 
different insofar as being a fact which is opposite or ditfctcM in anyway from what 
yot| sold ric he fore? ■* 

*• Mr. Hemo kies. Different in wording hut — 

Mi- Ilelin. Hut are the facts different? 

Mr. Benavides, No; 1 don't believe the facts are different. 



there is one other aspect relating to the manner of our interrogation of 
witnesses while we served with the Warren Commission. 

« livery experienced trial lawyer knows that when trying to prove a case 

i you arc* careful not to ask too many questions. One question can open up 
V. “Pandora's box." 

; ^ l remember a law professor recalling the attorney who asked too many 

questions in defending a man charged with assault. The defendant sup- 
posedly bit the ear olT n citizen in the community, ami the defendant’s 
attorney was cross-examining the only independent witness Tor the prosecu- 
tion. After a series of skillful maneuvers, the defense attorney got the 
witness to admit that he had never actually seen the defendant bile the other 
m;m\ ear. Then the attorney asked one question too many; 

“Well, if you did not see the man bile the car, how do you know that the 
defendant was Iho one who actually bit the man’s ear?’’ 

I he response was simple; "Because l saw him spit il out.** 

We never worried about such problems ii. our investigation. My standard 
procedure in interrogating witnesses was to give them every opportunity to 
add v. hatever facts they wanted. Domingo Benavides was a typical example. 
Ill iho concluding portion of the testimony of Benavides, 1 asked him about 
the gunman’s clothing. Between the scene or the murder and the Texas 
Theatre a jacket Imd been found, which wc identified as Commission Exhibit 
/ J 1 as kvd Benavides to state whether that jacket bore any similarity to the 
&U y hc saw lhc ^mman wear. He replied, ’’I would say this looks just like 

Y* ‘ 



it." 



\\ V 1 then asked; "Anything else you can think of?" 

Mr. Benavides. Not offhand, except later on, f don’t know if I seen it on television 
hut I believe I seen it on television where they was arresting him, the policeman from 
tlv theatre. But it didn't seem like he had a jacket on there. 

Mi Bolin. When he was being arrested you say lie didn’t have a jacket on? Mow at 
the time you saw him, did he have a jacket on? 

Mr. Benavides, lie had a jacket on and it looked like that jacket there. 



And then once again ! asked, "Anything else?" 

Benavides responded: "Mo, I guess that is all I can think of right now." 
1 ' cn there was a pause of a minute nr two and Benavides milled: 



Ism if hi Osv <!il jih iii ilU.. I Hi*: jatrl • | a\ Oswald'** 






“Anythin# the you t on think of" it 

I 

I think there wax another car that was in front of mo. a red Ford, I believe. I ditla I 

) know the man. hut I guess he was about ?.5 or 30, and he pulled over. I didn't n*-s r 

sec him get out of his car, hut when he heard the scare. I guess he was ah nt s..\ cm \ 
from them, and he pulled over, and I don’t know if he came track there or not. 

Then fur a third lime, I asked: "Anything else?" 

Mr. Benavides. That would lie nil. I think if anybody had seen miyitung tv.lly 
close up. that be must have fired just as they gut past him. and they must have seen 
him standing there, because ho was right directly in front of me. And whenever you 
see a squad car parked like that, you think something is wrong. At least that is what 
conics to my mind. 

' Mr.Bclin.Anythiagel.se? 

Mj\ Benavides. That is all I can think of right now that I can remember. 

Mr. Bctin. Pardon? 

Mr. Benavides. That is all I can think of right now that I can remember. 

As Domingo Benavides left the room, I pondered his testimony. On the 
one hand, lie did not want to go to police headquarters to see a lineup 
because "I wasn’t going to say I could identify and couldn’t have." Although 
he might be criticized for this, he did go to the patrol car immediately after 
the murder and informed police headquarters over the police radio that i ' . 
officer had been shot. He also returned to the scene to pick up the cartridge J 
cases and turned them over to the police. 

Benavides also turned down a request from another citizen, Ted Cal- 
laway, at the scene of lhc Tippit murder. Benavides told about this in the 
concluding portion of bis testimony. I noted that earlier in his testimony he 
had "used the name Oswald. How did you know this man was Oswald?" 

Mr. Benavides. From the pictures 1 had seen. It looked like a guy, resembled tlie 
gay. Tlmt was lhc reason I figured it was Oswald. 

Mr. Bdfn. Were tliey newspaper pictures or television pictures, or both, or 
neither? 

\ Mr. Benavides. Well, television picture's and newspaper pictures. The thing lasted 

about a month, I believe, il seemed like. 

Mr. Bolin. Pardon. 

Mr. Benavides. I showed -I believe they showed pictures of him every day for a 
long time there. 

Mr. Belin. Did you talk lo anyone al all there that witnessed what was going on? 

Mr. Benavklcs. No; sure didn’t. There was people that asked me wltnl happened, 
came up in the crowd there and asked me what happened, and I .said just tlie 
policeman got shot. 

Mr. Belin. You talked to Ted Callaway, did you? 

Mr. Benavides. No; afterward. You know. I told your- I told him, lie asked me 
when wc went, when Ted Callaway got around there, he opened the car thmi and 
picked up the phone and called in and tohl them there was an officer that had been 
killed. But Iho officer on the oilier side of the radio told him lo hang up the phone to 
keep the lines clear, or something of that sort. 

Then he jumped out and ran around and he asked me did I sec what happened, and 
I said yes. And he said let's chase him. ami I said no. 
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Mr. Rankin Now, do you remember as you turned off of the main street onto 
I lousbm .Sit eel ? 

Mrs Kennedv. t »U>u*l kumv the name of the street. 

Mi. K;t«kin. t'h.n i> that one hl«vk before you get to the Dc|HVtitory Building. 
N,rv k,M ' lu ^ x NVc, l- 1 remember whenever it was, Mrs. Connally said, “We will 
vmn he theic." We could see n tunnel in front of us. Kwrylfftag wax really slow then. 
\ ,u ! f ‘ :,} * '.lb* i .h;:;king it would be so cool under that tunnel. 

Ml K Mikin. And men do }ou remember ns you turned off of Houston onto l.lm 
right by the Depository Building? 

Mrs. Kennedy. Well* I don’t know the names of the streets, but t suppose right by 
the Depositor} i< what you are talking about? 

Mr. Rankin; ’t es; that is the street that sort of curves as you go down under the 
underpass. 

Mix Kenned}. Yes; well, that is when she said to President Kennedy. "You 
•.eit.iinly can l that the people of Dallas haven't given you a nice welcome ” 

Mr. Rankin. What did he say? 

Mrs. Kenned}. I think he snkl— I don't know if I remember it or I have read it. 
No. \ou Certainly can't.” or something. And you know then the ear was very slow 
and there wereti t vety many people around. 

And then do >ou want me to tell you what happened? 

Mr R.mkin. Yes; if you would, please. 

Mk. Kennedy. You know, there is always noise in a motorcade and there are 
always uiotorcvelo beside us, a lot of them buckfiring. So I was looking to the left I 
eee .s there »..* a noise, but it didn’t seem like any different noise really because 
•here is so much noise, motorcycles ami things. Rut then suddenly Governor 
( omuilly was veiling. "Oh. no. no, no.” 

Mr. Rankin. Did he turn toward you? 

Mtv Penned}. No; 1 was looking this way, to the left, and I heard those terrible 
muses. You know. \/irf my husband never made any sound . . . [emphasis added] 

Now. members of the jury, instead of asking whether you believe Secret 
Service agent Kcllennnn or Secret Service agent Greer, ! will restate the 
question: \\ bom do you believe? Secret Service agent Roy Kcllerman on the 
one hand, or Mis. Kennedy, Governor Conmdty, Mrs, Connally and Secret 
Service agent Greer on the other? 

And I will leave one additional question. Why. in discussing this vital 
point , did Mi. Epstein leave out the testimony of Mr. Greer. Governor 
C onnally . Mrs. Connally and Mrs. Kennedy? 



• « •*» kstimyn} Ml this book has been itichuM ns it wns r camlet I by the uUicInl court 
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“TRUTH ftj OUR WILY UOAI,” 



Hie Assassination of John Ht/gerald Kennedy on November 22, I9f>3, was a cruel 
and shocking act of violence directed against a man, a family, a nation, and against all 
mankind. A young and vigorous leader whose years of public ami private life 
stretched before him was the victim of the fourth Presidential assassination in the 
history of a country dedicated to the concepts of masoned argument and peaceful 
political change. This Commission was created on November 29, l%3, hi recognition 
of the right or people everywhere to full and truthful knowledge concerning these 
events, rhis report endeavors to fulfill that right ami to appraise this t raged} by the 
light of reason and the .standard of fairness. It has been prepared with a deep 
awareness of the Commission’s responsibility to present to the American people :m 
objective report of the facts relating to the assassination. 

Phis was the opening paragraph of Chapter I of the Warren Commission 
Report. It was a declaration of the frame of reference within which wc 
conducted our investigation and Wrote this report. 

Our frame of reference was established in our first meeting with our 
chairman, Chief Justice Warren. Regardless of what we found, regardless of 
how the chips might fall, the Chief Justice said, our only concern was for the 
truth. We took him at his word. “Truth is our only goal,” he said. 

The key word was “only.” To be sure, in a trial, when examining or 
cross-examining a witness, l was always concerned with the truth— “the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God." But my concern 
was never merely for the sake of the truth itself. There were always olher 
considerations, principally: Mow docs this affect my client? What further 
steps must be taken in light of the facts to win the lawsuit? 

But here there was no lawsuit to win, no special client to serve Wc were 
14 lawyers selected from across the country. Our only goal was to find the 
truih, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth— for the sake of finding the 
truth. 

l ; or us lawyers, in contrast to the commissioners, there were no outside 
influences that might affect our work. We bad no government position to 
protect, no political ax lo grind. Wc were not concerned with judicial 
precedent. Wc had no special client paying our fee. If wo had any client, il 
was 190 million Americans who wanted lo know the whole truth about the 
murder of their President. Beyond our shores, people throughout the world 
also wanted Ihc facts. 

bar I Warren spoke with great Warmth and sincerity in that first meeting in 
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-V'* tests involve, of course, burning Hu* substance ami cuj turmr the 

!*' 51 V n •' plan* lo determine what metallic ions arc jmvs.-ui till* was 

:r u ’ ’’ t ' ,M t v ' v ' •; 1 1 ♦hH: section, ami again the paper of Commission . d,h«ici77 

.ac paper -ample, secure, | Nov. 22, was found to lie similar spoctrogrnp!w,.;;iL m die 
paper of the s tck. Commission flxliibil (42. 

Ihcw were .nldiliomil rests, the ordinal esamiaatians. under usual and 

v ‘ re m »' , « >'y »<e »» Nov. «, 1961. Kiher analysis and the 
p. • * vm - i -ipnic examination was conducted on Mar. 25, l%4. 

Mi . I isenluTB. Have you now reviewed all the points in winch you compared the 
TSflD - P -»«W‘ ««. UK Known sample obtained on 

Mi . Cndigan. Yes. 

Mr. I’.iscnlvn;. Dili you liml nny points of nnnidculity? 

'**’• C atligun. No; I found none. 

:!’• 1 hey were identical on every point on which you measured them? 

Mr. Lndigun. Yes. 

(lie evidence was clear: The hnmcmmle paper bag found near the 
southeast corner window of the sixth floor of the TSBD Building had been 
made from paper available on the first floor of the building and used to wrap 
book>. Lee Harvey Oswald had access to that paper. He also had access lo 
the sixth floor, where the cartridge eases and rifle were found. Lee Harvey 
Oswald's prints were on the bag. Oswald owned the gun used in the 
asw nation. I he lust time Oswald was seen by any employee prior to the 
assassination was by Charles Oiveus, approximately 35 minutes before the 
President s motorcade started down Lint Street toward the triple underpass 
Oswald was then on the sixth lloor-the place from which Ihc shots were 

I ho next time that Oswald was seen by anyone inside the TSBD Building 
was on the second fioor at approximately 12:32 pm. Let us find out what took 
P'; ce as we examine the other side of the FBI. 
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Millions of Americans have seen a weekly television series on the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Millions have seen movies concerning the work of 
the FBI. And in pre-television days millions of Americans rcgulnrly listened 
to a weekly radio program about the Bureau. Hundreds of thousands of 
visitors in Washington each year are conducted on tours of the FBI 
Headquarters. 

The television programs, the movies, the radio programs, the lours, have 
all left their mark. Has there ever been a television show, a rmlio script, . 
movie or a tour that mentions mistakes as well as masterful exploits? ' 

No one denies that the FBI is an outstanding organization. J. lidgar 
Hoover took it out of the political pork barrel and transformed it into a law 
enfoiccincnt agency with the highest professional standards in this country. 

But there is another side to the FBI — a side that i. Fdgar Hoover never 
discussed— n side that n vigilant society must constantly keep in mind. It is a 
side that has never before l>eeii documented by ail independent investigation 
because prior to our work with the Warren Commission, no such in- 
dependent appraisal had ever been made. To put it bluntly, the FBI at times 
is inaccurate in its reporting and at limes is incomplete in its investigation. It 
docs not happen often— but it happens. 

I hc best-known instance of inaccurate reporting by the FBI in the course 
of the investigation of the assassination of President Kennedy is the 
Bureau’s report of the autopsy of President Kennedy. On page of our 
Repot t you will rend this reference to the first bullet that struck the President 
near Ihc base of the back of his neck: 

Concluding that a bullet passed through the President’s neck, the doctors at 
Bellies* la Naval Hospital rejected a theory that the bullet lodged in the large muscle* 
in the back of his neck and fell out through the point of entry when external heart 
nmsNjtgc was applied at Parkland Hospital. In the earlier stages of the autopsy, the 
surgeons were unable to find a path into any large muscle in the hack of the neck. At 
that time dlicy did not know that there had been a ballet hole in the front of the 
I resident x neck when he arrived at Paikland Hospital because III*’ tracheotomy 
incision had completely eliminated that evidence. While the autopsy was being 
I ieif ormed , surgeons learned that a whole bullet had been found at Falkland | lnspii.il 
• mi a stretcher w hich, at that lime, was thought to be the stretcher occupied by the 
President, litis led lo speculation that the bullet might have penetrated a short 
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